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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



OPIUM IN CHINA: HOW MANY SMOKERS DOES 

THE FOREIGN DRUG SUPPLY? 



1. — Opium in China : haw many smokers does the Foreign drug supply f — ^The 
following pages contain the results of an inquiry instituted to answer this question. 

2. — The Commissioners of Customs at a score of ports along the coast and on 
the Yangtze were instructed by Circular to make inquiry in their respective districts 
and draw up replies to questions appended to the Circular. That Circular and the 
Commissioners' Reports are given here in ftiU, and in a separate table the answers to 
the questions will . be found brought together for greater convenience. With these 
questions and answers to start from, an answer to the question at the head of this 
Introductory Note can be easily worked out. 

3. — In round numbers, the annual importation of Foreign Opium may be said 
to amount to 100,000 chests, or, allowing 100 catties to each chest, 10,000,000 catties 
(the catty is the Chinese pound : one catty is equal to one pound and a third 
avoirdupois). When boiled down and converted into what is known bjb Prepared 
Opium, the raw drug loses about 30 per cent, in weight; accordingly, 10,000,000 
catties of the imprepared drug imported reach the hands of retailers as, say, 
7,000,000 catties of Prepared Opiiun. The catty is divided into 16 liang (ounces), 
and the Vuing into tenths called ^nui/ce; in 7,000,000 catties there are therefore 
[7,000,000 X 16 X 10] t , 1 20,000,000 mace of Prepared Opium for smokers. 

I 
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Chinese 



duty and likin taxes amounting to, say, lOO taelsy and is then sold at, say, 800 

taels of Chinese sycee or silver [£3 = 5% 10] per 100 catties: thus the total 

quantity retailed, i.e. imported, may be said to be paid for with 56,ocxD,ooo taels, or 

70,000 X 800 
10 

£16,800,000 or 4,032,000,000 pence 



X 3 



£16,800,000, and one mace of Prepared Opium is consequently 



worth, say 
(English). 



1 , 1 20,000,000 



, about threepence hal^enny 



9 

5. — Divided by the number of days in the year, the quantity of Prepared 

II 20 000 ooo"l 
Opium smoked daily may be said to be — ^ "KT^ 3*068,493 mace, and the 



value [3,068,493 X 3.60] 11,046,5730?., or £46,027. 

6. — Average smokers consume 3 mace of Prepared Opiimi and spend about 
lofo?. daily. This quantity is the same as ^ths of an ounce avoirdupois, and suffices 
for from 30 to 40 pipes, i.e. whiflfe, " draws," or inhalations. If we divide the 
total niunber of mace consiuned daily by the total quantity each average smoker 

consumes daily, we find that there are in round numbers above 1,000,000 smokers 

3,068,493 

01 roreign Opium. 

7. — The population of China is spoken of as amounting to more than 400,000,000, 
and may fairly be pronounced to be something above 300,000,000. Estimating 
popidation at 300,000,000 and Opium-smokers at i ,000,000, and proceeding with the 
calculation, the result is that 3^ in every i ,000 smoke ; that is, that Opium-smoking 
is practised by one-third of one per cent, of the population. 

8. — In addition to the Foreign drug, there is also the Native product. Reliable 
statistics cannot be obtained respecting the total quantity produced : Ichang, the port 
nearest Szechwan, the province which is generally believed to be the chief producer 
and chief consiuner of Native Opium, estimates the total production of Native Opium 
at 25,000 chests annually, while another port, Ningpo, far away on the coast, 
estimates it at 265,000 chests. Treating all such replies as merely so many guesses, 
there are, it is to be remarked, two statements which may be taken as facts in this 
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connexion : the one is that, as far as we know to-day, the Native Opium produced 
does not exceed the Foreign import in quantity, and the other that Native Opium 
was known, produced, and used long before any Europeans began the sale of the 
Foreign drug along the coast. Granting, then, that the Native product equals the 
Foreign import, and that 100,000 chests are produced annually, and granting also 
that this quantity, when prepared, provides i , 1 20,000,000 mace of Prepared Opium 
for the annual consumption of 1,000,000 additional smokers, the number of Opium - 
smokers in China may be said to be in all 2,000,000, or two-thirds of one per cent. 
of the population. The Native product sells for one-half of the price obtained for 
the Foreign drug, and may be estimated to be paid for with, say, £8,400,000 by 
1 ,000,000 smokers, who spend about 5^. apiece daily. The total amount spent by 
China on this luxury, produced at home and imported from abroad, is thus, say, 
£25,000,000 annually. 

9. — Examined in this way the result arrived at is that 200,000 chests, or 
almost 12,000 tons [1,680 catties = one ton], of imprepared Opiimi are consumed 
annually by 2,000,000 Opium-smokers; that these smokers expend £25,000,000 on 
Opium; that this is an expenditure of, say, from ^d. to iid. daily by individual 
smokers; and that all the smokers amount to only two-thirds of one per cent, of 
the population. If more than 3 mace apiece is consumed daily by smokers, then 
smokers are less numerous ; if less than 3 mace, then smokers are more numerous, 
and smoking individually less harmful. The truth is that many smoke more than 
3 mace and many less, but from the statistical point of view it is safe to say 
that Opiinn-smokers in China constitute simply two- thirds of one per cent, of the 
popiJation. On the supposition even that the quantity of Native Opium produced 
is ten times that of the Foreign Opium imported, the total will not yet suffice for 
the consimiption of even four per cent, of the popidation. Four per cent, is a small 
per-centage, but in China it means twelve millions of people. It is hardly credible, 
however, that Native Opium is produced in such quantity ; but whatever the numbei* 
of Opiimi-smokers may really be — and allowing that many people smoke without 
injury, — there must in any case be a per-centage of smokers for whom the habit 
works nothing but evil. 
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10. — Chinese who have studied the Opium question are opposed to a traffic 
which more or less harms smokers now numbering, say, over two millions, and 
annually increasing; at the same time they admit that Opium provides a large 
revenue, that the expenditure for Opiiun and liability to the incidence of Opium 
taxation touch an infinitesimally small per-centage of the population, and that 
neither the finances of the State, nor the wealth of its people, nor the growth of 
its population^ can be specially damaged by a luxiuy which only draws from 5^. to 
I id. apiece a day from the pockets of those who indulge in it, and which is indulged 
in by only two-thirds of one per cent, of the population. They admit all this, 
but they do not find in either the revenue produced or the statistical demon- 
stration of its per-oentage innocuousness any sufficient reason for welcoming the 
growth of the trade or for desisting from the attempt to check the consumption 
of Opium. 



ROBERT HART, 

Inspector Geneixd. 



Inspectorate General of Customs, 
Peking, 2<)th January i88r. 
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Circular No. 64: Second Series. 



Inspectorate General of Customs, 
Peking, lOih July 1879. 

SIR, 

1. — I enclose a form of return concerning Opinm-smoking, which you will Opium. 
please to fill up after making such inquiries at your port as shall ensure correctness Circular 64, 
in the information you send me. 

2. — ^You will observe that what is wanted is — 

1*, to ascertain how many catties of boiled or prepared Opium can be got 
from 100 catties of the drug in the crude or unprepared condition in 
which it arrives m China ; 

2**, to ascertain the price of 100 catties of unprepared Opium after paying 
Import Duty, and the price of the same hundred catties when 
converted into catties of prepared Opiimi ; 

3*, to ascertain what weight of prepared Opium is smoked daily — (a) by 
beginners, (b) by average smokers, and (c) by heavy smokers ; 

4", to ascertain how many pipes one mace of prepared Opium will fill (one 
catty weighs 1 6 taels, and one tael weighs ten mace ; consequently 
1 catty =160 mace) ; 

• 5**, to ascertain the price of one mace of prepared Opium at the retail 
shops or smoking rooms ; 
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OPIUM. 

6"*, to give the total quantity of each kind of imprepared Opium of 
Foreign origin imported last year at your port ; 

7*, to ascertain the total quantity of unprepared Opium of Native origin 
said to be produced — (a) in your province, and (h) in all China ; 

8"*, to ascertain the general opinion as to the length of time — months or 
years — a man miist smoke before the habit takes such a hold on bim 
as to be very difficult, if not impossible, to be given up ; 

9*", to ascertain the sum-total of the charges and taxes to which 100 
catties of Opium are liable, after paying Import Duty, before being 
legally able to go into consumption at the port, or leave the port for 
the interior. 



I am. 



Sir, 



Your obedient Servant, 



ROBEKT HART, 



Inspector Oenerdl. 



To 



The Commissioners of Customs. 



CIRCULAR NO. 64, SECOND SERIES. 
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NEWCHWANG 



Opiuu. 



Nkwchwang. 



No. 79. 
1879. 



Custom House, 
Newchwanq, 2nd September 1 879. 



Sib, 



Series: 



In compliance with the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second 



Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I now forward, in the form given, the information asked for. 

Inquiries made in various directions produced such different results that it is difficult to 
say which are the most accurate statements. 

Under some of the headings the figures given must be taken as merely approximate, but 
I believe the values to be fairly correct. 

In the seventh column, 1.5 taels is given as the largest daily consumption. This quantity 
is exceptional, and could only be indulged in by wealthy and inveterate smokers. 

The price of the drug at a smoking room differs little from its market value, the owners 
of smoking rooms making their profit by mixing sesamumcake and the ashes or residue of 
Opium smoked by their customers with the pure article. 

I cannot obtain any information as to the amoimt of Opium said to be produced in all 
China yearly. This column is therefore left blank. 

The taxes collected here on Native Opium amount to a very small sum, the small quantity 
that is transported to the various marts for trading purposes being generally smugjfled. 



I have, etc.. 



To 



GEO. HUGHES, 

Commiaeumer of Cuetoms. 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Invpector General of Cu8tom$t 
PEKING. 
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Tientsin. 



TIENTSIN. 



No. 93. 
I.G. 



Custom House, 
Tientsin, 6th September 1879. 



Sib, 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second 
Series, of 1879: 

Opium: inquiries concerning consumption of: 
I now beg to enclose the return therein called for. 

I have, etc., 



DETRING, 



Commiaeioner of Ouatomt. 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Qeneral of Custom*, 
PEKING. 
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CHEFOO. 



j^Q yj Custom House, 

I.G. Chkfoo, 2oth September 1879. 



Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular No. 64, Second Series, 
of 1879: 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 

and, in reply, to enclose you the " Opium-smoking Return," duly filled in with the information 
required, as obtained here. 

Much difficulty 4ias been experienced in eliciting answers to the various questions put to 
the Native Opium shops and others, all viewing with suspicion any inquiries made, evidently 
fearing that some prohibition is about to be put on the trade, or that their interests are in some 
way to suffer. Hence some of the particulars given in the return can scarcely be considered 
reliable, although every pains has been taken to collect information. The figures in the first 
six columns may be regarded as correct, as the same results have been arrived at after 
comparing the answers of the several dealers questioned. As to the number of pipes one mace 
of prepare'd Opium will fill, I am informed that it entirely depends upon the smoker — an habitual 
smoker putting a large quantity into his pipe, whereas the beginner uses a much smaller 
portion. The cost at a smoking room of one mace of prepared Opium (Malwa) is estimated at 
70 cash, whilst Patna and Benares, which are cheaper drugs in the market, cost more. The 
explanation for this seeming discrepancy offered to me is that the latter sorts are very little 
smoked here, and therefore a heavier charge is made for an article which is comparatively rare 
and not much in demand. Looking at the total amounts imported, the explanation appears to 
be a reasonable one. I can obtain no information as to the number of piculs of Opium said to 
be produced yearly in all China, everyone questioned stating that he could do no more than 
make a rough guess. It seems to be next to an impossibility to ascertain with any accuracy 
within what number of years a man may give up the habit of smoking, so much depending on 
the individual's constitutfon. There may be rare instances of a powerful man smoking for four 
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Opium. or five years, and then being able to desist, but the general opinion appears to be that a man 
€hefoo. who has smoked two years becomes a slave to the drug, and that weakly constituted persons 

cannot give it up after six months' consumption. As fiur as I can ascertain, no taxes are levied 

on the Native drug further than a heavy land tax on the grower. 



I have, etc., 



C. LENOX SIMPSON, 

Commissioner of Customs. 



To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Oeneral of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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Opium. 

ICHANO. 



I C H A N G. 



No. 6 1. 
"TStqT 



Custom House, 
Ighano, 2Sth August 1879. 



Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular No. 64, Second Series: 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 
and, in reply, b^ to hand you the return therein called for. 



I have, etc.. 



HY. EDGAR, 

Acting Deputy Commisaioner-i/r^Charge. 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Oeneral of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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HANKOW. 



jq^Q g. ' Custom House, 

1879. Hankow, 22nd August 1879. 

Sir, 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of Circular No. 64, Second Series: 

Opium: inquiries concerning consumption of: 

and, in accordance with the instructions therein contained, to forward, enclosed, the return 
called for. 

In connexion with this return Ibeg to submit the following remarks, which appear to 
me as necessary in explanation of some of its points. 

Owing to the entire absence of all reliable figures, the amount of Opium put down as 
produced within the province and within the Empire, yearly, must be taken as approximate 
only. I have been careful to collect information from various sources, and this has been as 
carefully compared and verified as the means at hand will allow. 

The drug produced in the province comes from three prefectures, namely, Ich'ang-fu (]§[ 
1 iff), Shihnan-fu (ft jf jff), and Yunyang-fu (U fil jff). 

That produced in the Empire is stated to be contributed by the different provinces in 
the following proportions, and about equals the total amount of Foreign drug imported into 
Hongkong and Chinese ports : — 

Szechwan Piculs 45,000 

Yunnan „ 17,000 

Kweichow „ 12,000 

Honan „ 5,000 

Shensi „ 5,000 

Shansi „ 4,000 

ChihU „ 3,000 

Chehkiang „ 3,000 

Hupeh „ 2,000 

Hunan „ 1,000 

Shantung „ 1,000 

Total PicuU 98,000 

The prices stated, per 100 catties, for unprepared and prepared drug are wholesale. 



HANKOW. 1 9 

The time required to enslave a man in the habit of Opium-smoking depends so greatly on OnuM. 
the constitution of the person that it is almost impossible to fix any period, although, taking an Hakkow. 
average, the time given in the return is approximately correct. When the smoker is of a 
robust constitution, he will resist the effects of the drug, naturally, for a much longer time than 
he would were he weak and sickly, but great stress is laid by my informants on the regularity or 
irregularity observed in the daily hours for indulging in the habit. If the same times be 
observed, then a beginner will develop into an habitual smoker in about three or four months; 
but if, on the other hand, he smokes daily, but at uncertain hours, he may smoke for years, and 
then even be able to give up the habit without effort or inconvenience. It is to the strong and 
healthy that this remark applies, for when once a weakly person becomes a confirmed smoker, it 
seems next to impossible for him to give up the artificial stimulus that supplies him with life and 
energy, without a prostration very difficult to combat 

I have, etc., 

FRANCIS W. WHITE, 

Commissioner of Customs. 



To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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KIUKIANG. 



No. 70. Custom House, 

I-G. KiUKiANG, 26th August 1879. 



Sir, 



Series : 



I. — In conformity with the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second 



Opium: inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I now have the honour to send you, herewith enclosed, an " Opium-smoking Return " giving the 
information which you have asked for. 

2. — ^The total quantity of unprepared Opium of Native origin said to be produced yearly 
in the province of Kiangsi I find it next to impossible to ascertain with any degree of 
certainty. Native testimony differs widely : some say the poppy is not cultivated at all, some 
that a few piculs are grown, while others state the production to be several hundreds of piculs. 
This production seems to depend upon the return of other crops. Probably a few hundred piculs 
are raised in the districts of Kanchow (f[| j/i\) and Nanch'ang ()|f g), but this is purely for local 
consumption, and none of it is brought here to market. 

3. — It is equally impossible to give a trustworthy approximation to the annual production 
in all China, and estimates are likely to vary from 25,000 to 75,000 piculs. My own opinion is, 
and this is based npon inquiries made in several parts of China, that Natives are inclined to 
exaggerate the quantity of Opium this country produces. They have no statistics to guide them 
in their judgments, and when questioned by Foreigners as to the quantity of Opium of Native 
origin produced, I think they show an inclination to represent it as greater than facts would 
warrant, in order to point out that its increased production is driving the Foreign drug from 
the field. 

In the report of the delegates of the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce on the Upper 
Yangtze, which was made in 1869, it is estimated that the quantity of the Szechwan growth 
alone amounts to 50,000 piculs yearly. This estimate was considered by many to be excessive, 
and yet there are travellers who testify that it is now the staple production of Szechwan, the 
so-called garden of China. Ten years ago it was estimated that the provinces of Yunnan and 
Kweichow annually yielded 20,000 piculs and 15,000 piculs respectively; but it now appears that 
the extensive growth of the former province has been transferred to Szechwan, where "the 
poppy has found a genial and well-watered soil, and, by reason of the great internal trade and 
means of communication, a ready market also." 

Opium is now grown extensively in many provinces. I have recently learned through 
an American missionary, Mr. John Thorne, who returned a few weeks ago from a tour in the 
province of Anhwei, that in many of the districts of that province, but chiefly those situated on 
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Opium. 



KlUKIANG. 



the north bank of the Yangtze, there are acres and acres of ground devoted to nothing but the 
cultivation of the poppy^ and he states that, notwithstanding a heavy tax and the extortion of 
officials, the people find this much more lucrative than ordinary grains; if this be true, its 
cultivation is not likely to decrease. 

The amount said to be produced in all China yearly is given in the return as 77,000 
piculs, and this general estimate I have arrived at as follows: — 

Province of Szechwan Picvls 30,000 

„ „ Yunnan „ 12,000 

„ „ Kweichow „ 10,000 

„ „ Honan „ 7,000 

„ Chehkiang „ 3,500 

„ Hupeh „ 3,000 

„ Kiangsu „ 2,500 

Other provinces „ 4,000 

Manchuria „ 5,000 

Total Yield .... PimU 77,000 



In the southern provinces this Native Opium, I am assured, is very seldom prepared for 
smoking by itself, but is almost wholly used to adulterate Aialwa ; that is to say, the prepared 
Opium to be found in nearly every shop is a mixture of the Foreign with the Native drug. It 
is a curious fact that no purely prepared Malwa, nor any purely prepared Native Opium, can be 
purchased for smoking at this port. If these statements are correct, it would seem that the great 
increase in the growth of Opium in China is to be accounted for from the fact that dealers have 
found it to be profitable to admix it with the Indian production, and I am told that in its 
preparation two-tenths of the Native is added to eight-tenths of the Foreign. Persian Opium 
is also imported for admixture with Malwa, and in the same proportion, and it therefore costs 
at a smoking room, when prepared, the same per- mace as Malwa, i.e., HkftB. 0.0,6.0. 

4. — ^The habit is not easily given up after smoking from 6 to 12 months. By this I 
me9.n that smokers with good constitutions might give up the habit readily after six months' 
indulgence, whereas smokers in feeble state of health would not be able to do so. But from 
the inquiries which I have made it would seem that strong, healthy men find it difficult to 
abstain entirely after having smoked one year. 

I have, etc, 



To 



ERNEST T. HOLWILL, 

Aaaistant-vnrCharge. 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inapectoi' General of Customs, 
PEKING. 



KIUKIANG. 
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WUH U 



No. 86. 
1879- 



Sir, 



Custom House, 
WuHU, i6tk September 1879. 



In accordance with the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second 
Series : 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I now have the honour to hand you, enclosed, the return called for, giving such particulars as 
I am able to supply. 

As Benares and Persian are only smoked when mixed with other sorts of drug — ^the 
former with Patna, and the latter with Malwa, — I have not filled in any particulars in the 
spaces opposite them, in columns Nos. 5 to 9, and 13. 

No Native Opium is supposed to be imported into this port, but there is no doubt that 
small quantities of it are smuggled in by passengers. It was formerly grown in this province 
to some extent, but this year there is said to be none at all, or perhaps a very small quantity 
grown in private gardens. 

I have not been able to obtain any reliable information as to the quantity produced yearly 
in all China ; but it appears to be the general belief that it exceeds the quantity of Foreign 
drug imported. Some say about half as much again ; but as this is all mere guesswork, I have 
left that query unanswered. 

I would remark that the numbers of years which I have given in the return as being the^ 
length of time a man must smoke before the habit takes such a hold on him as to be very 
difficult, if not impossible, to be given up, are those for a man of an ordinarily strong constitution. 
A weakly, debilitated person would be unable to give up the habit after indulging in it for 
a much shorter space of time. 



I have, etc.. 



To 



J. LLOYD E. PALM, 

Aasistant'VnrCharge. 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

• Inspector General of Cvstoms, 

PEKING. 
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No. 132. 



Custom House, 
Chinkiang, nth October 1879. 



Sib, 

In accordance with the instractions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second Series: 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of : 
I now beg to enclose a return giving the information called for. 

I have, etc., 

F. KLEINWACHTER, 

Commissioner of Oustoma. 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquibe, 

Inspector General of Cvstoms, 
PEKING. 



CHINKIANG. 
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SHANGHAI. 



No. 184. 
1879. 



Custom House, 
Shanghai, 2Sth September 1879. 



Sir, 

In compliance with the instractions conveyed in Circular No. 64, Second Series : 

Proposing certain queries concerning the consumption of Opium : 

I beg to enclose one of the prescribed forms, giving in detail, as accurately as the nature of 
the subject allowed, all the information asked for. It will of course h^ understood that on 
some of the points raised — ^those, namely, referring to the quantity of Opium produced in the 
country, and to the habits of Opium-smokers — it is impossible to give absolutely correct 
replies. I have extended my inquiries to all quarters, Native and Foreign, where I thought 
the most reliable information could be obtained, and the replies now given Bxe the average 
outcome of the various opinions received. 

I ought to explain .that each chest of Opium, irrespective of weight, is charged so much 
. for local taxes ; and as a chest of Fatna or Benares weighs 120 catties, the taxes on 100 catties of 
either kind are proportionately less than what would be charged on the same weight of Malwa 
or Persian. 

I have, etc., 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Iriepector General of Customs, 
PEKING. 



J. McLEAVY BROWN, 

Commissioner Ojfficiaiing. 
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NINGPO. 



Na 8 1. 
1879. 



Custom House, 
NiNGPO, 20th August 1879. 



Sir, 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64, Second 
Series, of 1879: 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I have the honour to hand you, enclosed, the Opium-smoking Return for this port, accompanied 
by an explanatory memo. 



I have, etc., 



K B. DREW, 



Commisaioner of Ouetoms. 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquirb. 

Inspector General of Chistome, 
PEKING. 



NINGPO. 
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ENCLOSUBE No. 2. 



Opru?i-SMOKiNG Return Explanatoby Memo. 

Column 3. — ^The average price of Foreign Opium for the six months, January to June, 
inclusive, 1879, is what I have given, and it happens to be within less than TtK 10 of the price 
on the date of this return. 

Column 4. — ^The boiling of Opium in Ningpo takes place principally at the " T*u Hang " 
(Fukien Opium dealers) or at th^ smoking rooms. Before this boiling commences, the Opium 
will have paid its likin and other taxes. 

The labour, etc., of converting 100 catties of crude Malwa or Persian into 75 catties 
of prepared costs HkTt^ ZlJoy, Similarly, the labour for Bengal Opium costs HkTh. 27.60 
plu8 the value of the skins, HkTtt 6.50; total, Hk.Tb, 34.1a Add the taxes in each case 
(see column 14), and we have HkffU, 72.36 for Malwa and Persian, and HkfR^ 68.68 for Bengal 
These sums added to the original cost of the unprepared drug give the result which I have set 
down in the return. But in actual practice at Ningpo the shops sell what they avtf to be pure 
prepared Malwa — 7$ catties — for HhTt^ 520.80, and pure prepared Patna for HkTb, 3984a 
They can sell it at this low rate because it is not pure ; it is mixed with ash, with Native Opium, 
and with Persian or Benares, as the case may be. This explains the low cost per mace at the 
smoking rooms. 

Colv/mn 9.— If the price given in my table as the price of one mace of Opium at a smoking 
room (if not smoked on the premises) be taken as the basis of a calculation, it will appear that 
the cost of 75 catties of Malwa would be HkTt^ 520.80, and the price of 50 catties of Patna 
would be HkHU. 398.40. This is considerably less than the price of the pure unprepared drug 
as shown in column 4. 

Column II. — In the Customs Annual Trade Reports for 1877, p. 115, are given two 
estimates of the production of the province of Chehkiang, viz., 10,000 piculs and 16,000 piculs. 
I here adopt the lower one. 

Column 12. — I arrive at the amount given in the return for the annual production of all 
China in the following manner : — 

Szechwan (Richthofen) Pimls 60,000 to 100,000. 

Yunnan (more than Szechwan, according to Baber) „ 80,000 

Kweichow (H. E. HoBSON, 1868) „ 15,000 

Chfehkiang „ 10,000 

Shantung (C. L. Simpson) „ 300 

Total Picxds 165,300 
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There remain the Opium-growing provinces of Kansuh, Shensi, Shansi, and Honan, also 
Mongolia and Manchuria ; and from the general descriptions given of many of them by various 
writers, especially Richthofen, we may presume that they do not produce less than ioo,cxx> 
piculs. Total, 26s, OCX) piculs. 

Column 14, and last. — Particulars may be found in the Customs ''Annual Report on 
Trade for Ningpo for 1877," p. 108 of the volume. So far as can be ascertained, no Native 
Opium is imported here. The taxes on Chehkiang Opium at the place of production amount 
to HkTb, 7.06 per picul ; but the fees (or cUmceurs) paid at Ningpo cannot be ascertained. 



Opium. 

Ningpo. 



E. B. DREW, 



Commiegioner of Customs. 
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No. 53. Custom House, 

WfiNCHOW, 218^ August 1879. 

Sir, 

The following replies to Circular No. 64, Second Series, loth July 1879: 

Opium: inquiries concerning consumption of: 

are the result pf careful local inquiries made by Mr. Chun Yu and Mr. Donovan, of this sUff. 
But the great diflBculty — perhaps impossibility — of obtaining accurate information on all the 
points desired must necessarily cause some of the replies to be considered approximative rather 
than absolute. The endeavour, however, has been to obtain information as closely as possible 
correct. Mr. Chun has gathered his chiefly from the Native hongs, while Mr. Donovan's is the 
^ result of visits personally made to some of the Opium-smoking rooms and divans in this city, 
which his knowledge of the local dialect enabled him to profitably undertake. Although not 
agreeing on every point, as no two independent inquirers would be likely to do, there is sufficient 
similarity to justify a general confidence in the trustworthiness of the whole results obtained. 
These are set forth in the enclosed printed form; the figures in Roman type representing 
Mr. Chun's information, while Mr. Donovan's are noted in italicf*. 

i"*. — Of Malwa Opium, 55 to 70 catties of boiled or prepared Opium are obtained from 
100 catties of crude or unprepared drug; Fatna, 50 to 55 catties are the result; and in the case 
of Native, 60 catties. 

2". — Tlie price of 100 catties of Malwa Opium, imprepared, is HLTtB.s66\ prepared, 
Hk.Tts, 582 to Hk.Tts, 627 : Patna, unprepared, Hk.Tts, 378 ; prepared, HLTtB. 607 : and Native, 
unprepared, HLftB. 178 to HLTtB, 200; prepared, HkTtB, 278 to Hk.Tts. 334. 

3^ — The amount of prepared Opium smoked daily is — (a) by beginners, 3 to 6 candareens; 
(b) by average smokers, 2 to 3 mace ; and (c) by heavy smokers, 4 to 8 mace. On this point much 
depends upon the idiosyncrasy of the person concerned, and no exact amount can be Jaid down. 
The figures given represent the usual consumption at the three stages, but it may be exceeded in 
the last item, and probably is in extreme cases, where the smoker ultimately dies of the habit. 

4°. — One mace of prepared Opium, Malw^a or Native, will fill from 4 to 7 pipes, while 
Patna will fill from 3 to 7 pipes. The highest figure must, I think, include the quantity 
re-smoked, i.e., with the ashes. In this precious article it appears that after a newly-charged 
pipe has been smoked, a certain residue of ashes remains ; these, being too valuable to throw 
away, are again used — ^in some cases mixed with fresh Opium. The 'poorest class of smokers 
have to be content with a smoke of this description. 
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5^ — The price of i mace of prepared Malwa Opium at the smoking rooms varies from Opium. 
5 candareens 2 cash to 5 candareens 6 cash; Patna costs 6 candareens 9 cash; and Native, wanchow. 
from 2 candareens 9 cash to 3 candareens 5 cash. The range in rates may be supposed to arise 
from the status of the shop being higher or lower in the scale of respectability. Here there are 
humble establishments which devote themselves to supplying coolies and men of the lower orders 
generally, and whose rates are no doubt framed to suit the means of their customers; while a 
hotter style of divan, with superior furniture, would charge higher rates, and probably give a })etter 
quality of Oj)ium to the class of shopkeepers and merchants frequenting them. I am informe<l 
by Mr. Donovan that in this city there are 800 smoking shops, and if the times are flourishing 
this number increases up to i,ocx). He gives the number of Opium-sm<5kers at 60 per cent, of 
the males and 5 per cent, of the females. 

6®. — ^The total quantity of unprepared Opium of Foreign origin imported last year, as 
shown by the Customs Returns, is — Malwa 3 piculs, and Patna 10.80 piculs. The quantity 
imported by junk or overland must be considerable to supply the consumption which takes place, 
but there are no reliable means of ascertaining what the amount is. Benares and Persian Opium 
are not in use at this port, and therefore are not embraced in the inquiries which have been 
instituted in satisfaction of the Circular under acknowledgment. 

7*. — ^The total quantity of Native Opium, unprepared, produced in this province is 
variously estinjated from 8,000 piculs to 10,000 piculs, which are distributed as follows: — 

Mr. Chun. Mr. Donovan. 

Piculs, Fields, 

In the prefecture of Wenchow 3,000 3,000 

T'aichow 3iSOO 3,000 

Ningpo 1,500 4,000 



II II 



Total 8,000 10,000 



Perhaps it will be safe to consider it as something between these two amounts — say 9,000 piculs. 
It w^ould be too hazardous to venture even a guess upon the total quantity produced in all 
China. No data exist for its calculation so far as I am aware, and no one to whom I have 
applied possesses any knowledge on the subject whatever. From the itineraries of various 
missionaries and travellers to distant parts of China, the quantity may safely be assumed as very 
large, for the Opium which they saw the Natives smoking could hardly have come from abroad, 
and must therefore have been of home production. In Mr. Cameron's account of a journey to 
Eastern Thibet, he records the fact of people smoking Opium who had probably no cognizance of 
the existence of other countries much beyond their own borders. Their poverty, moreover, 
would have placed the consumption of Foreign Opium far beyond their reach (see China's 
Millions for June 1 879). 

8'. — As to the length of time when the habit of smoking takes such hold as to make it 
impossible or very difficult to give it up, only a general answer can be given. So much depen<ls 
upon the moral will, the bodily constitution, and general health of the person concerned — and this 
varies greatly in different individuals, — so that no fixed time will apply to all alike. With some 
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it is easy to break off after one year, without the aid of medicine ; others, if assisted by medicine, 
can discontinue after smoking two or three years ; but if the habit has been indulged in for 
six or seven years it then becomes extremely difficult to abstain, even with the aid of medicine. 
Various missionary writers who have published their views on this subject — and it is mainly the 
missionary class who have felt the interest and taken the trouble to do so, as being in their line 
of duty, — are pretty generally agreed on the following points : — (a) Opium-smoking is an acquired 
habit, and is not pleasant to the novice ; (h) the pipe is usually resorted to in the first instance to 
alleviate pain or control sickness; (c) the smoker who takes his pipe at stated and regular 
intervals becomes a greater slave to the habit than he who smokes at irregular intervals — the first 
cannot break off the habit without extreme difficulty, while the latter, if he chooses, can do so ; 
(d) temperate smokers do not visibly injure their health by the indulgence ; (e) intemperate ones 
ruin their bodily constitutions, and their property is gradually dissipated ; (f) they die early, and 
mostly in misery. In this connexion the following works may more especially be consulted : — 
Williams's Middle Kingdom, vol. 2, pp. 382 to 397 ; Lockhart's The Medical Missionary in 
China, pp. 352 to 362; Doolittle's Social Life of the Chinese, vol. 2, pp. 349 to 362; Muirhead's 
China and the Gospel, pp. no to 127 ; and A. E, Moule's "Essay on Opium," pp. 352 to 362 of 
the Missionary Conference in Shanghai in 1877. 

9**. — After paying import duty, the only charge or tax levied here, as far as I can ascertain, 
is a likin duty of Tis. 40 or less per picul, which franks the article as far as the borders of the 
province. This .amount is not exceeded, and it may sometimes be lowered, and is so in some 
cases to the extent of returning Tfe 6. Much depends upon the importer ; if his transactions are 
large, he probably meets with more handsome treatment from the likin office than one whose 
dealings are on a smaller scale. The above likin duty refers to Foreign Opium. Native Opium 
does not appear to be taxed, because theoretically its existence is not recognised. In practice, no 
doubt a charge or duty of some kind is made, the amount being a matter of arrangement 
l)etween the owner and the authorities. 



I have, etc.. 



JAS. MACKEY, 



Assistant-in-CIiarge, 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Customs, 
PEKING. 



WfeNCHOW. 



37 




O 



O 

o 



O 









S 



(3 

0) 



o ^ 



•^ S I'M s 



« 



o .o 

^ BO >i»r 



o .o 

O CO O 

X 4) /V 

O 1-^ o 

4s4 



o 



o 



Opium. 
WAnchow. 






^ 












• .S*5 



s®« 



tSl 



go* 



lit ** 



Cl4 






o ^ o 

^1^ 






OQ 






111 Js^l'sa 



i»SS> 



o3 



00 






Eh a'^>^ 



ft. 



fO 



d 



-§ 



S.JC 



« 

^ 



O 

d 






>6 CO 

d cJ 

■ • 

o o 



•e 



OS 










«0 



S o 






a> jB 0) 



© 80 ^ 



Id 

I OS d 






00 






00 






.s 

o 



S3 

o 



d cJ 
d c> 






00 






^ 

I 



ro «| 



fO ®l 



CO 






d 



o 



m 

O 






o 



o 

o 

••a* 



►» '« 



g I O 



>» 

^ 



§ .218-2 :S|ej 



-So © 



*^ -p; 



« 



00 S) 



t 






00 



? 



o 1.8 



« 
^ 



s 



<o 



00 00 



00 



'8 d 

8 .a ' *- Sf^ a " 
*- "S t> g«A -r 



a ^ 






a 







<8 



S 



o 






O 






I 



p4 



I 
I 






38 



OPIUM. 



Opium. 

FOOCHOW. 



FOOCHOW. 



No. 1 14. 



Custom House, 
FoocHOW, 2Sth August 1879. 



Sir, 



In accordance with the terms of the instructions contained in your Circular No. 64^ 
Second Series, of loth July 1879: 

Opium: inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I have now tlie honour to forward you, enclosed, the return called for. 

In connexion with the figures supplied, I have to state that colunms 5, 6, and 7, 
giving quantities of Opium consumed daily by different classes of smokers, are, of course, 
but approximate; but the particulars have this to support the probability of accuracy, that 
they are furnished by one who has not only gone through the three stages referred to under 
the respective headings of those columns, but can also add his experience under the last 
column but one, as he has given up the habit three times, and supposes himself to have done 
so now finally. 

The number of pipes which a mace of Opium will fill depends on the size, and in this 
respect there is great variety. 

The quantity at which the Fukien growth is estimated is given me as very fairly reliable. 
The cultivation is principally in that part of the province bordering on ChShkiang; but I 
presume that the statement that 1,000 piculs are produced in this or any other province would 
find flat contradiction in ofiicial quarters, and render this part of the return very unpalatable, 
if not treasonable, if reported to the Tsungli Yamfin. 

I can neither form nor gather any idea of the figures required for the column with 
reference to the yearly growth in all China. 

I have, etc.. 



To 



C. HANNEN, 

Commissioner of Customs, 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Oefneral of Customs^ 
PEKING. 



FOOCHOW. 
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Opium. 
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TAMSUI 



No. 65. 



Custom House, 
Tamsui, 23rd Auguet 1879. 



Sir, 

I HAVK the honour to forward you, on a separate sheet of paper, the return called 
for in your Circular No. 64, Second Series, relative to the consumption of Opium. 

Touching Native drug, I understand that a small quantity finds its way into the port; but 
none has passed the likin. It is used chiefly for the purpose of adulterating Foreign OpiunL 

I have, eta. 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

iTiapectar OcTieral of Cuetoma, 
PEKING. 



WALTER LAY, 



Commissioner of Curioms. 
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TAKOW. 



No. 55. Custom House, 

Takow, 28th August 1879. 

Sir, 

In forwarding you the " Opium-smoking Return," called for by your Circular No. 64, 
Second Series, of this year, I have to regret that to some of the inquiries I have been unable 
to obtain any reliable replies, while even in some of these cases where I have filled in the 
form I have been unable to ** ensure correctness," such as is desired, owing to the conflicting 
statements given me, and to other causes which I will endeavour to explain seriatim. 

As regards — 

Column 2. — Preparing Opium from the crude drug. Owing to Opium being generally 
boiled in small quantities here, no accurate account of the outturn is in most cases kept, while 
the addition of adulterating ingredients — the ashes of Opium already smoked, molasses, etc. — 
increases the difficulty of arriving at an accurate result I may add, too, that even where Opium 
is boiled in any quantity by the large dealers and sold in its prepared state, it is often for the 
sake of mixing with the sound some damaged drug — difficult otherwise to dispose of, — and the 
difiTerent qualities, especially with the Persian drug, give different results. The figures, therefore, 
in this column are only approximately accurate. 

Colwmn 3. — The prices of unprepared Opium of the various sorts as given in this 
column are.a fair average. 

Colv/mn 4. — Tlie value of the yield of 100 catties of the crude drug is affected by the 
causes mentioned under column 2, and allowance should be made for the cost of the ingredients 
added in the process of preparation. 

Column 5. — Beginners smoke daily? I have put down i mace as a fair figure; but 
accounts vary considerably — in fact, from " a few whiffs " up to 2 mace. 

Columns 6 and 7. — Average and heavy smokers cotisuwa daily? Accounts here also vary 
greatly, and the consumption appears to vary with the quality of the drug. 

Column 8. — One m/ice of prepared Opiwm will Jill how many pipes? I have endeavoured 
to ascertain this point as correctly as possible, but attempts at accuracy are frustrated by the 
fact that the pipes are of no fixed size. Smokers are accommodated with small or large pipes 
according to their requirements. 

Column 9. — Tfie cost of one mace of prepared Opiwm in the smoking room is as given in 
the form. The reason that Malwa and Persian are cheaper than the other two kinds is that 
their yield of prepared drug from the crude is proportionately greater. 
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Column 10. — The total import is taken from last year's Returns, and is correct as far as Opium. 
Foreign bottoms are concerned. There are no means of ascertaining what amount, if any, came Takow. 
in in Native vessels. 

Columns 1 1 and 12. — Produce of (a) p^^ovince and (b) Citing. It is not in my power to 
obtain any reliable information at this port. 

Colwmn 13. — The genei^al opinion as to the time after which the habit becomes confirmed 
differs considerably, some saying two or three months, and others as many years. I fancy that 
it is impossible to lay down any rule where so much must depend upon the individual, a man 
of feeble constitution and indolent habits proving a more easy victim than a man of a vigorous 
habit of body and active disposition. 

Colv/m/n 14. — The o^dy tax leviable after payment of import duty is the likin, which is 
as given. 

In conclusion, I can only assure you that I believe I am furnishing you with all the 
information it is in my power to collect. 

I have, etc., 

« 

F. A. MORGAN, 

A^ielcmt-va-Cliarge. 

To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inapedor Oeneiul of Cuatovia, 
PEKING. 



44 



OPIUM. 



Opium. 
Takow. 



•M _ © 






S3 o.; 









« 



o 


o 


o 


o 


• 


• 


• 


• 


o 


o 


o 


o 


to 


• 


m 


c^ 


TJ- 


• 


• 


Tt 


M 


"^ 


•«f 


W 



^ 









3" 



'pe!^^nno ore b9iti% ^'sq^ iCiqurapisnoo os Xtoa snoimdo 






QQ 






'pamv^qo 9q wso noi^vuuojui aiqvT|ai o^ 






2 ^ 



!3 



'pdHTB^qo 9q mzo nopmoiojin 9{qvi[di Of{ 



I lag 



•2 






od 

CO 









9 a 



&0 






-5 *3 I 



OQ 



« 



* 

O 

d 



o 

d 
o 



o 
d 

■ 

o 



o 
o' 



P4 

O 

o 



P3 



£f <B O Q<*4 v4 









N 



M 



I? 






I 



00 



oo 



0) {0 4> 

SI ii 

^03 8 




I 

I 



a* 

•s 

•s 

1. 
S" 

o 



!^ 



to 



CO 



I 









.2 fl 






o o 




« 



o 
to 






o 



o 




« 



I 



o 
to 



o 

to 



O 






-^t) 




g^«*^ J(§^ 



.5 



<s 



to 



to 



NO 




e8 

I 






9 

•I 



AMOY. 



45 



AMOY. 



Opium. 
Amot. 



No. 142. 



Custom House, 
Amoy, i^th October 1879. 



Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Circular No. 64, Second Series, 
dated loth July: 

Opium: inquiries as to consumption of: 

and, in reply, heg to enclose herewith, in the return form provided, answers to most of the 
queries put 

I much regret being unable to furnish any but the most meagre information relative to 
the annual production of Native Opium in the Fukien province. The invariable answer one gets 
is that the culture of the poppy plant is prohibited, and that statistics as to yield, even if 
furnished, would be simply unreliable. 

I should point out that Malwa Opium is not in favour with the smokers of this district, 
and that the process of inspissation of all drug is attended during hot weather, as compared with 
cold, by a loss of at least five per cent. 

I have, etc., 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Oeneral of Customs, 
PEKING. 



H. E. HOBSON. 



Commissioner of Customs. 
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SWATOW. 



Opium. 

SWATOW. 



No. 104. 



Custom House, 
SwATOW, 2(jth August 1879. 



Sir, 

Ik accordance with the terms of your Circular No. 64, Second Series, of 1879 : 

Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 
I have now the honour to send you, herein enclosed, the return called for. 

I have, etc., 

A- HUBEB, 

CommmifyrieT of Customs, 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector OcTieraZ of Ouatoma, 
PEKING. 
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CANTON 



Opiuif. 
Gamton. 



No. 138. 
I.G. 



Custom House, 
Canton, 28th October 1879. 



Sir, 



loth July : 



In pursuance of the instructions of your Circular No. 64, Second Series, of the 



Opium : inquiries concerning consumption of: 

I have the honour to enclose the return required, together with an explanatory memorandum 
and sub-enclosure. The return and memorandum have been put together by Mr. Acheson, who 
has endeavoured to make them accurate and complete. 

I beg to express my regrets at the delay which has taken place. I have from time to 
time had four employes of this office, not including Mr. Acheson, engaged in collecting 
information. It was easily enough got, but each differed from the other so immensely that I 
could not bring myself to forward anyone's compilation. Mr. Acheson finally set to work to 
make the best he could out of the others' reports, and the result is that which I now forward. 
He has besides literally gone from shop to shop in search of facts. The return, to be thoroughly 
comprehended, must be read together with the memorandum. 



I have, etc., 



E. McKEAN, 



Commissioner of Customs, 



To 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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CANTON. 5 1 



ENCLOSUKE No. 2. 



Memorandum explanatory of particulars given in "Opium-smoking Return," called for in 
Circular No. 64, Second Series, and forwarded to the Inspectorate General of 
Customs from the Port of Canton. 

The information by means of which the accompanying return is compiled has been 
derived from various sources. During the prosecution of my inquiries in the matter, the 
testimony received was so conflicting as to convince me that a mere series of figures without 
comment would be insufficient to convey an accurate impression on the subject or represent 
absolutely the facts required. It is hoped, therefore, that the following remarks, although devoid 
of any attempt at exhaustiveness, may yet be found of assistance in perusing the figures to which 
they refer. The several paragraphs are numbered consecutively from i"" to 9^ and are intended 
to reply, one by one, to the various questions contained in the body of the Circular. 

I*". — ^The quantity of prepared Opium yielded by a given weight of unprejiared drug 
depends ver}' much upon the experience and skill of the operator by whom the process of 
preparation is conducted, and the result will in any case be a greater or less quantity in 
proportion to the age of the article, the prepared produce of new Opium being almost 10 per cent, 
higher than that of old. The figures which appear under this heading in the return nre what 
are considered to be the average results obtained. Malwa and Persian Opium yield in preparation 
almost equally and much more fruitfully than Patna and Benares, the thickness of the skin 
which envelops each ball of the latter two kinds widening considerably the proportion between 
the weight yielded by manufEU^ture for smoking and the gross w^eight of the article in its crude 
state. The quality of Native Opium and, consequently, its yield in preparation vary according to 
the situation of the producing district; the many impurities in the article, too, owing to defects 
in primary manufacture, tend to decrease its value and make it compare unfavourably with that 
imported from India. 

2"*. — ^The amounts entered to represent the wholesale prices of unprepared and of prepared 
Opium are the present market values in Canton. 

3''. — On commencing the use of Opiuin a man smokes about i mace per day, gradually 
increasing the quantity to 2 or perhaps 3 mace; at this stage he may be designated an average 
smoker, being as a general rule able to throw aside the habit if necessary, or continue it without 
proceeding to excess. Heavy smokers consume daily from 6 to 8 mace, and some even a tael or 
more of Opium. Those indeed who go so far as to exceed 3 or 4 mace per day may be considered 
as degenerating into heavy smokers, as the habit then commences to obtain a mastery over them 
which they rarely succeed in being able to overcome. 

4''. — ^One mace of prepared Opium will, as a rule, fill from 10 to 20 pipes, the number 
varying according to whether the individual be a heavy or a light smoker. Tq produce the 
desired efifect, a heavy smoker will require a laige pipeful, and will consequently be unable to fill 
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Opium. more than lo or 15 pipes from one mace of Opium, whereas a light smoker will economise his 
Canton. material to such an extent as to make the same quantity do duty for 20 or even 30 pipes. The 
number given in the return is 15, and may be reganled as a fair average. 

5**. — The retail price of prepared Opium per mace in Canton is at present from 3 can- 
dareens 9 cash to 5 candareens 4 cash for Foreign drug, and 3 candareens 9 cash for Nativa 
Those who frequent smoking rooms, however, pay at a slightly higher rate than this, in 
consequence of their being supplied with the necessary utensils for indulgence, such as pipes, 
lamps, etc.; they are also obliged to hand over to the proprietors of the establishments the dross 
or ashes left from smoking, as payment for oil used. 

6**. — ^The total quantity of unprepared Foreign Opium imported into Canton last year, as 
taken from the Anniud Retui-iis of Trade, was Malwa 98.95 piculs, and Patna 671.55 piculs. The 
similarity in appearance, however, between Patna and Benares Opium is frequently productive of 
mistakes in distinguishing between the two kinds, and from the above quantity of 671.55 piculs, 
as much as 1 30 piculs may be deducted and regarded as Benares Opium. Further, the actual 
importation of the article into Canton cannot be considered as accurately represented by the 
foregoing figures; a much greater quantity is brought in by junks paying duty at the Native 
Custom House, and the steamers plying between Hongkong and Macao conveyed last year into 
the latter port nearly 7,000 chests. Much of this would be prepared in Macao and locally 
consumed or re-exported to various places, but a large amount would be transported into Chinese 
territory, finding its way to Canton and places in the neighbourhood. According to the tableg 
given in the China Mail of the 6th January 1 879, the quantity of Opium retained in Hongkong 
for local consumption during 1878 was 19,700 piculs. If from this we deduct 5,000 piculs to 
represent, and very fairly too, the amount actually consumed in Hongkong and Macao, and 
re-exported to countries where the Chinese have settled, there will still remain the large quantity 
of 14,700 piculs, the ultimate destination of which can only be regarded as China vid the seaports 
of Canton and Macao. As it has been perfectly impossible to find out how much of each kind of 
Foreign Opium is represented by the foregoing figures, there has been no resource left but to enter 
the total quantity in the return under one general heading. In the issue of the China Mail 
referred to above, no Malwa Opium at all is mentioned as having been "taken by local consumers" 
in Hongkong. Our Annual Returns, however, show that at least 98.95 piculs were exported 
from the colony to Canton, and although Malwa Opium meets with very little demand in our 
local markets, it may yet be safe to place its importation at 500 piculs, leaving the remaining 
14,200 piculs to represent the importation of Patna and Benares Opium. The quantity of 
Persian drug imported at Canton during 1878 was probably nil. (Mr. Commissioner Bredon, 
in his report on the trade of Canton for the year 1876, has treated exhaustively the subject 
of Opium importation in its relations to the province of Kwangtung.) 

7**. — So far as I can ascertain, there is no Opium grown in this province. The possibility 
of ascertaining the quantity produced yearly in all China is very doubtful. The cultivation of the 
poppy being theoretically prohibited, no statistics exist from which reliable data can be obttdned, 
and the various persons from whom I have sought information on the subject have either 
declared themselves utterly unable to afford any satisfactory answers, or have framed their replies 
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to my inquiries in such a manner as to convince me that their communications were merely the Opium. 
results of guesswork. The accompanying figures, namely, 1 2,000 piculs, are simply intended to Cawton. 
represent the average of the several quotations with which I have been furnished, some of these 
having gone as high as 19,000 piculs, and some as low as 5,000 piculs per annum ; but, indeed, 
50,000 piculs per annum would probably be much nearer the actual quantity. 

8^ — ^Although the amount of effort necessary to enable a smoker to give up the use of 
Opium depends considerably upon the period of time during which he has been addicted to the 
practice, still the quantity which he has consumed daily, and, consequently, the firmness with 
which the drug has established itself among the wants of his system, cannot fail to be of serious 
importance. The power, too, of putting forth the requisite effort will be in proportion to the 
character, physical constitution, and age of the individual In all cases collateral assistance in 
the form of medicines can' be resorted to, but this, as a rule, proves of slight aid when there is no 
natural strength of mind upon which to rely for the strenuous and continued exertion, without 
which the H, or craving, cannot be overcome. The general opinion seems, however, to be that if 
a man smoke 8 mace of Opium per day, he will in any case at the end of 10 years find it very 
diflScult, if not impossible, to give up the habit And yet this statement must be advanced with 
some reservation, certain &ucta which I have elicited tending to show that even the number of 
years devoted to the practice, taken together with the quantity daily consumed, cannot be 
regarded as absolutely indicative of the difficulty encountered in throwing aside the habit The 
propensity becomes sooner and more deeply rooted in some systems than in others, and it may in 
reality besaid that once the liking for Opium has become so strong as to impel a man to smoke 
r^larly, in quantities however small, there will necessarily be much self-denial required in 
Older to discontinue the indulgence. A case has even occunred in which a man, after having 
smoked for only one year, consuming the moderate quantity of 2 mace per day, has been unable 
to give up the habit without considerable difficulty and the use of medicine. In illustration of 
this a table is enclosed, embodying, particulars regarding 50 Opium-Smokers who have at different 
periods become patients of the Medical Missionary Society's local hospital, with a view to being 
cured of the habit The facts have been communicated by Dr. Eeba, of Canton, whose knowledge 
on the subject is the result of personal experience. 

9°. — After payment of import duty, crude Opium of Foreign origin is subject to the 
following taxes before it can become a legal article of traffic : — 

Malwa and Pebsian Opium. 

Likin (iBf 4^)» P^r pic^l 64.8.1 

T*iehhsiang (U J^), per picul 14.8. 1.5 

•Haifitng (j^ gjjf), per package of 3 catties, J7A;.ffe)L*o.6.2.5, or, per picul 20.8.3.3 
Hsiao*hao (JJiJ), „ „ „ „ o.i.i.i, „ „ 37-0-3 

Total i/JtT&L 45.8.3.2 
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Oviuu. Patna and Benares Opium. 

Htm, 

Likin (iBf &)» per picul 6.4.8.1 

T'iehhsiang (1^ 11^), per picul 14.8. 1.5 

'Haifang ( j^ §S )i per ball of from 2f catties to 3 catties, ^ 

Hkfff^ 0.6.9.4, or, per picul, about J ^4-^-^'^ 

Hsiao'hao (^ H), per ball of from 2f catties to 3 catties, \ 

ifX;.T&LO.i.i.i, or, perpicul, about J 3-90*o 

Total jfffcTfe 49.1.9.6 



The 'Haifang and Hsiao'hao duties being levied on Opium at so much per piece, the amounts 
payable on a given weight are in the case of Patna and Benares Opium subject to variation. 
Each package of Malwa and Persian Opium, however, weighing exactly 3 catties, the duty per 
picul on these two kinds may be regarded as stationary. Prepared Opium, after payment of 
import duty, is taxed as follows : — 

Likin (iBf ^), per picul 12.9.6.0 

T'iehhsiang (j|j; ||^), per picul 29.6.3.0 

Total 42.5*9.0 



In addition to these recognised charges, there exist numberless petty levies claimed from the 
dealers by official underlings ; and although these exactions may not be either legal or known 
to the authorities, yet their existence cannot be without a good deal of influence on the price 
and sale of the article. 

It may be well to state, in conclusion, that the foregoing remarks are intended to bear 
upon the subject as viewed in connexion with Canton and its neighbourhood. The preparation 
of Opium may not be attended by the same results in other places, while its use may be^ 
productive of effects more or less serious under different phases of climate. 



JAMES ACHESON, 

ird AsaistavU, A. 
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Sub-Enclosure. 



Opium. 
Canton. 



Particulars regarding 50 Cases of Opium-smoking treated by Dr. Kerr, of the 

Medical Missionary Society's Hospital, Canton. 



Name. 



T^ng Hsieh , 

ChSnP'ang 

Oh^n Lien 

ChouChH 

PanYao 

YehChao 

Pan Chiang 

HoChao 

Liang Hsingju.... 
Pang FSngwei ... 
Pang ChiniBien ... 

Wen Hsien 

Liang Tsuyiin .... 

Chun Hunff 

Chung Ch*i 

Ho C£iiehkiiang . 
Yang Hangmao... 

Chang Ngan 

Kuan Sh^li.... 
Yang Chienchiu.. 

Liu An 

Pang Chojan 

LoYu 

Pang Chiinshan .. 
Chdn Hsiangchin 

Tul 

Chdn Lianghao .., 

Ch6n *Ho 

Liang TzuDetng ... 

Chiang Ting 

Liang Jung 

PanFu 

Yang Pei 

ChSn Kuanti 

Shih N^ 

Ho Kaijun^ 

Yeh Choming .... 

Ho Lien 

Lin Huatd 

Pang JihchSi 

TsoTs^hien 

Ho Chikuang 

Liu Ch*u 

Chanff Yeh 

Liu Tvmg 

YfiChangpai 

Liu Tsnn 

Hsieh Piyuan 

LaiShaosdng 

Liang Shun 



Age. 



Yean. 

55 
30 
26 
29 

25 
22 

30 

36 

56 

39 
23 

25 

29 
29 

40 

20 

33 
28 

31 
28 

38 
31 
39 
36 
26 

33 
47 
39 
59 
32 

53 

42 

37 
30 

31 
34 
32 

45 
36 
30 
33 
33 
37 
31 
50 
36 
46 
43 
38 
38 



Has smoked. 



Yea/rs, 
I 

2 
2 
2 

3 
3 
3 



6 

6 
6 
8 
8 
8 
8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 
10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

15 

20 

20 



Daily 
consxtmftion. 



Mace, 



2 
4 
3 
4 
3 
3 
5 
5 
4 

3 

2 

3 

2 



A 



3 

2 

4 
4 
5 
3 
4 
4 
5 

3 

2 

4 
I 

4 
7 
5 
3 

6 
8 
6 

3 
I 

5 

I 

2 



5 
7 
3 
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KlUNGCHOW. 



KIUNGCHOW. 



• • 



No. 72. Custom House, 

KlUNGCHOW,' isth September 1879. 

Sir, 

I NOW beg to forward the Opium-smoking Return called for in your Circular No. 64, 
Second Series, of loth July 1879. 

I have, etc., 

A. LAY, 

Asaistant-in-Charge. 

To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector General of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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PAKHOI 



No. 56. ^ Custom House, 

Pakhoi, 26th August 1879. 

Sm, 

I HAVE the hoDonr to forward, enclosed, the return concerning Opium-smoking 
called for by your Circular No. 64, Second Series. 

I am unable to furnish any figure regarding the quantity of Opium produced yearly in 
all China. On the production of the three nearest provinces, the following figures are given 
to me: — 

PicuU, 

Ewangsi 3,125 

Kweichow 15,625 

Yunnan 21,800 

As regards the charges on Foreign Opium, I may remark that they include a 'Hai£ang 
duty {f^ gjjf) of Hk.Ttt 22.72, of recent introduction. It is actually levied on the junks at 
Maliuchow, and I do not know whether it will bear on Opium brought to Pakhoi in Foreign 
steamers. 



I have, etc.. 



T. PIKY, 

A ssistant-in-Charge, 



To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

« 

Inspector Oeneral of Customs, 
PEKING. 
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OPIUU. 



OPIUM-SMOKING 



PORTS. 



NXWCHWANQ. 



Tientsin. 



Chefoo. 



ICHANO 



Hankow 



KlUKIANO. 



WUHU 



Ohinkiano. 



Shanghai. 



Description 

OF 

Opium. 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna .*.... 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



ICO 

Catties 

Unprepared 

I)rug 

yield of 

Prepared 

Opium. 



Cattiet. 

80 

53 

55 

75 
70 

70 

50 

50 
70 

70 

70 

55 

55 

70 

87 to 90 

75 
60 

65 

80 

50 

40 

70 
65 

73A 

5lT^ 

5'A 
73^ 



75 
55 

55 

70 

75 

75 

50 

75 

50 
60 

70 

50 

50 
70 

70 



100 

Catties 

Unprepared 

sell for 



540 

342 

332 
442 

413 

• 527 
394 
374 
408 

370 

535 

383 
380 

450 

250 to 400 

460 
400 
290 

552 
396 

368 

525 
276 

550 

375 

375 
405 



The Quantity 
of Prepared 

Opium 

yielded by 

100 Catties of 

Unmrepared 

Drug 

seUs K»r 



Hk.?h 

600 
572 
562 

553 
. 461 

560 
480 
464 

504 
460 

546 
420 
410 
500 
400 

600 
540 

330 

608 
460 

424 
580 

332 

630 
510 
510 
630 



Beginners 

smoke daily 

of Prepared 

Opium. 



Mfice. 

I to 1.5 
I toi.5 
I to 1.5 
I to 1.5 

2 

5 

3 

3 

5 
6 



5 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

0.5 
0.5 

05 
0.5 



Average 

Smokers 

consume 

daily. 



Mace, 

3 
3 
3 
3 
4 

2 

1.2 
1.2 
2 

3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
2 

2 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

3to5 
3to5 
3to5 
3to5 



No Native Opium sold or prepared at Kiukiang 



530 

330 

313 
410 

382 

538 
335 
315 
425 
315 

520 

355 
333 
390 
4cx> 



549 
450 
450 

453 
482 

542 

346 

324 
446 

321 

575 
415 
405 
420 

435 



2 
1.5 



5 

4 



Heavy 
Smokers 
consume 

daily. 



Mace. 

10 to 15 
10 to 15 
10 to 15 
10 to 15 
10 to 15 

' 6 
3.6 
3.6 
6 

7 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

4 
4 
6 

»5 
15 
15 
15 
15 

10 to 20 
10 to 20 
10 to 20 
10 to 20 



J5 

12 



One Mace 

of Prepared 

Opium 

ifHIlfilL 



Pipu, 

5 to8 
5 to8 
5 to8 
5 to8 
5 to8 

10 

14 

14 
10 

10 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

10 

10 

8 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

8 to 10 
8 to 10 
8 to 10 
8 to 10 



7 
6 



Only smoked when mixed with Patna 
. „ Malwa 

5 i 



I to 2 
I to 2 
I to 2 

I to 2 
I to 2 

I 

2 
2 
2 
2 

2 



n 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

5 

5 
5 

5 

5 



»> 



ao 



5 to6 
5 to 6 
5 to6 
5 to 6 
5 to 6 



10 
10 
10 
10 
10 



20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

6 
.6 
6 
6 
6 



BJBTURN. 



61 



RETURN. 



One Mace 
of Prepared 

Opium 
costs at a 
Smoking 

Room. 



Said to be 
Total Import produced yearly 
last Year. in the 

Province of 



Said to be 

produced in 

all China 

yearly. 



The Habit 

is not 

easily given up 

after smoking 

(Years or Months). 



m,7k 

0,0.5.5 
o.a6.4 
o.a6.4 
aa4'6 
o.a4.2 

o.a4.5 
0.0. 9.0 
0.0.9.0 
ao.4.5 

0.0.4.0 

0.0.7.0 
!o.o.8.o-o.a9.o 
OLO.8.0-0.0.9.0 
o.a6.o-o.o.7.o 

aa6.o 

ao.5.5 
0.0.5.5 
o.a3.5 

o.a3.8 
o.a4.7 
0.0.4.7 
0.0.3.8 
ao.3.5 

0.0.6.0 
0.0.7.0 
0.0.7.0 
0.0.6.0 



0.0.5.3 
o.a7.2 



1,112.25 

57.40 
27.40- 
26 
Nil 

3,530-40 

164.20 

21.60 



! 




48it Shantung, 500-600 



lot 
1.20 
300§ 

1,905 
218.63 

1.20 
17-43 

1,474-89 
8.40 

169.93 

Mil. 

2,324.50 

2.40 
Mii. 



• • • 

0.0.5.3 


mi. 


0.04.7 
0.0.5.0 

0.0.4.5 

0.0.4.0 
0.0.3.6 


8,639 
736.80 

936 
644-97 
76.36 


0.0.7.0 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.6.0 


1,803 

8,525 
5,158 

i78 


0.05.0 


733 



Picvls. 

Shtogking, Kirin, and 
Hellung-kiang average 
3,000 piculs. Owing 
to prohibition of culti- 
vation, Last year's pro- 
dnction not more than 
1,000 piculs. 



Opiani not 
>- grown in Chihli' 
to any extent. 



Piculs, 



^ 



Hupeh, 2,000 



Hupeh, 2,000 



Kiangsi, 200 



Anhwei, almost nil 



I- 



(1) 



Opium dealers 
state that one- 
third of total 
Opium consumed 
is grown in China. 



Old smokers find it 
liarder than l)eginnen. 
Difficult to give up if 
habit taken as a remedy 
for disease. 



years 



(?) 



25,000 



98,000 



77,000 



(?) 



Kiangsu, nil 

Poppy said to be cul- 
tivated in prefecture of 

Hsuchow (^ jHI); 

to what extent cannot 
be ascertained. 



m 



L 75,000 



3 

3 

2 to 3 months 



„ 
„ 



2 years 

2 
2 
2 
2 



„ 
„ 



10 years 
10 

15 






6 months 

6 

6 

6 

6 



„ 
„ 



6 to 12 months 
6 to 12 
6 to 12 
6 to 12 



„ 
„ 



10 years 
5 



n 



10 years 

3 years 
3 „ 
3 
3 
3 



„ 

„ 
„ 



I to 2 years 
I to 2 
I to 2 
I to 2 ^ 
3 to 4 „ 



„ 



Sum-total 

of 

Taxes leviable 

on 100 

Catties after 

Payment 

of 

Import Duty. 



m.7h 

31.3.8.0 
31.3.8.0 
31.3.8.0 
31.3.8.0 
209.2.0 

35.o.ao 
35.0.0.0 
35.0.0.0 
35.0.00 

(?) 

35.0.0.0 
35.0.0.0 
35.0.0.0 
35.0.00 

(?) 

9.0.0.0 
9.0.0.0 
1.5.0.0 

20.0.0.0 

200.0.0 
20.0.0.0 
20.0.0.0 
10.0.0.0 

35.2.8.0 
35.2.8.0 
35.2.8.0 
35-2.8.0 



16.7.7.0 
16.7.7.0 
16.7.7.0 
16.7.7.0 
9.7.0.0 

16.0.0.0 
16.0.0.0 
16.0.0.0 
16.0.0.0 
8.0.0.0 




Description 

OF 

Opium. 



PORTS. 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benaies 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares , 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares , 

Persian , 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Mitiwa 

Patna 

Benares , 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Newchwano. 



TiBNTSiy. 



Chkfoo. 



1 

\ 
i 



ICHAKG. 



Hakkow. 



KlUKIANO. 



WUHU. 



ClIINKIAKO. 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



Shanghai. 



UnpMpurecL 



t PrepMwd. 



X By Katm a»£t. 



% From Sieohwao. 
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OPIUM. 



OPIUM-SMOKING 



PORTS. 



NiNGPO 



WfiNCHOW, 



FOOCHOW 



Tahsui 



Takow 



Amoy 



SWATOW 



Canton 



KlUNOCHOW 



i 



Pakhoi 



Description 

OF 

Opium. 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Native (Chinese) 

Benares 

Native (Chinese) 



ICO 

Catties 

Unprepared 

Drug 

yield of 

Prepared 

Opium. 



{ 



Catties, 

75 
50 
50 

75 
60 

70 

55 
60 

70 

50 

50 
68 

So 

80 
52 
54 
77 
7S 

80 

53 
53 
76 



50 to 80 
^5oto55 
50 to 55 
50 to 90 
70 to 80 

72 

S3 
57 
75 
65 



70 

55 
52 

65 
50 

75 
72 
70 

56* 

51} 



57 
60 



100 

Catties 

Unprepared 

sell for 



Hk.lh 

510 

378 

354 

331 
197 

566 
378 
178 

520 

336 

325 
377 
286 

441 

326 

319 
414 

182 

4CX3 

350 
350 

420 



489 to 568 

424 

410 
406 to 460 

300 

570 
440 

420 

450 

250 

580 
440 
418 

400 

380 
534.76 
436 
392 

392.73 
379.64 



I 

.76) 
.58 V 

.73 J 



362.75 
349.09 



The Quantity 
of Prepared 

Opium 

yielded by 

100 Catties of 

Unprepared 

Drug 

sells for 



Hk,7k 
582.36 
446.68 
422.68 

403.36 
240 

582 
607 
278 

550 
366 

355 
407 

319 

499 
412 

406 

474 
208 

530 
460 
450 
520 

• «• 

495 to 653 
408 to 450 
398 to 430 
360 to 522 

375 

595 
465 

445 
475 
275 

610 

432 
410 
390 
350 



456.79 



Beginners 

of Prepared 
Opium. 



480.87 
375.27 



I 
I 



Average 

Smokers 

consume 

daily. 



0.6 
0.6 
0.6 

0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 

1.5 
1.5 
1.5 
1.5 



I 
I 
I 



0.5 to 2 
0.5 to 2 

0.5 to 2 
0.5 to 2 
0.5 to 2 

0.5 to 1.5 
0.5 to 1.5 

I to 2 

1 to 2 

2 t03 



Mace. 

3 
3 



Heavy 
Smokers 
consume 

daily. 



Mace, 
7 to 20 
12 to 25 



Not smoked by itself 



One Maoe 

of Prepared 

Opium 

wiUfilL 



Pipe$. 



n 



3 
3 
3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

3 
3 
3 



4 
3 



2 to 5 
2 to 5 
2 to 5 
2 to 5 
2 to 5 

2 to 4 
2 to 4 
2 to 5 
2 to 5 
4 to 6 

2 
2 
2 

2 
2 



10 to 20 

8 
8 
8 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

8 
8 
8 
8 



II 
8 
8 

II 



8 to 12 
8 to 12 
8 to 12 
8 to 12 
8 to 12 

5to 7 
5to 7 
6to 8 
6to 8 
7 to 12 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 



ID 
10 



10 

7 

7 
7 

5 to 16 
5 to 16 
5 to 16 
5 to 
5 to 

10 
10 
10 
10 



16 
16 



10 
12 
12 
10 



5 to 20 
A mace of 
Opiom can be^ ' 
nsadasasinglft | 
fiUing. 1 

10 to 20 
10 to 20 
10 to 20 
10 to 20 

10 to 20 

I 

15 
15 

»5 
15 



None smoked at Kiungchow 

0.6 
None smoked at Kiungchow 



30 



I 
I 



2 to 3 

2t03 



6 to 7 
6 to 7 



22 
22 



* When smoked on premiaes. If smoked out of premises, the price is : for Malwa, HkTU, ao.4.3 ; Patna, Bk,2%i, ao.5«o; Native, BhlTs. aa3.i. 
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RETURN— Cmtimied. 



One Mace 

of Prepared 

Opium 

oost^ at a 

Smoking 



Total Import 
last Year. 



I Hk:fh 
I 0.0,3.5* 



0.0.3.9^ 



0.0.2.4^ 

0.0.5.2 
ao.6.9 
0.0.2.9 

0.0.5.4 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.5.8 
ao.4.7 
0.0.3.0 



0.0.5.2 
o.a4.2 



0,0.4.5 
0.0.6.0 
0.0.6.0 
ao.4.5 



ao. 5.0-0.0.6.0 

0.0.5.0-0.0.6.0 

0.0.5.0-0.0.6.0 

'0.0.5.0-0.0.6.0 

[0.0.5.0-0.0.6.0 

i| 

I 0.0.5.2 
I 0.0.5.4 

0.0.5.2 

0.0.4.3 

ao.3.0 

0.0.5.4 
0.0.5.2 
0.0.4.8 
0.0.3,9 
0.0.3.9 



0.0.6.2 



0.0.5.4 
ao.4.0 



6,518 
400 
170 
164 



3 
10.80 

(?) 

1,452.60 

1,715.61 

231.60 

625.50 



25.20 

1,398 
513-90 



19.74 
38.40 

1,480.44 

1,229.14 



I 

2,113 
3,092 

966 

Nil, 

4,763.87 

3,510.53 
1,320.99 

iVt/. 



14,700 



Said to be 

produced yearly 

in the 

Province of 



242.61 
730.99 



600 

(») 



Pictils. 



Ohehkiang, 10,000 



Said to be 

produced in 

all China 

yearly. 



Piciih, 



Ch^hkiang, 8,000 






Fukien, 1,000 



(?) 



(») 



Kwitngtmig, nil 



265,000 



(?) 



(?) 



(?) 



(?) 



Kwangtung, ntZ 



Hainap, nil 



Kwangtung, nil 



12,000 



(0 



(0 



The Habit 

is not 

eii^ily given up 

after smoking 

(Years or Months). 



2 to 6 months 
2 to 6 



„ 



2 to 6 months 

2 to 3 years 
2 to 3 „ 
2 to 3 



„ 



10 years 

10 

10 

10 

10 



„ 
„ 
„ 



10 years 
10 „ 
10 „ 
10 „ 



(0 

3 years 

3 „ 
3 „ 

3 „ 

-^ 

* 
3 years 

3 „ 

3 „ 

3 „ 

3 „ 

10 years 
10 „ 
10 „ 
10 „ 
10 „ 



4 months 



6 months 
6 



» 



Sum-total 
of 

I 

Taxes leviable 

on 100 , 

Catties after 

Payment ^ 

of I 

Import Duty.' 



Description 

OF 

OriuM. 



PORTS. 



39.2.9.0 

34.5.8.0 

34.5.8.0 
39.2.9-0 

(?) 

40.0.0.0 
40.0.0.0 

(?) 

75.8.8.0 
75.8.8.0 
75.8.8.0 
75.8.8.0 
28.2.1.3 

50.0.0.0 
41. 1.2.0 
41.1.2.0 
5ao.o.o 



24.3.0,0 
41.5.0.0 
41.5.0.0 
24.3.0.0 



83.1.6.0 
83.1.6.0 
83.1.6.0 
83.1.6.0 
83.1.6.0 

37.5.9.5 
39-6.3.3 
39.6.3.3 
37. 5-9' 5 

(0 

45-8.3.2t 
49.i.9.6t 
49.i.9.6t 
45-8. 3.2t 



Malwa , 

Patna , 

Benares 

Persian , 

Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna , 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa , 

Patna , 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



I Malwa 

' Patna 

' Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native ((Chinese) 



Malwa 

i Patna 

Benares 

, Persian 

. Native (Chinese) 



Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benau'fe 

Persian 

Native (Chinese) 



47.1.6.0 I Malwa, 



39,6.6.0 



43.6.2.0 
II. 5.2.0 



1 

1 

I 
j 



NiNOPO. 



WiUCHOW. 



FOOCHOW. 



Tamsui. 



Takow. 



j 
j 
J 



Amoy, 



SWATOW. 



Canton. 



Patna 

Benares , 

Native ((-hinetse) 



Benares 

Native (('liinese; \ 



KlUNOCHOW. 



\ Pakhoi. 



t On prepared Opium, uniform charge of MLTU 42.5.9.a 
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OPIUM. 



Opium. 

Hongkong 
Statistics. 



HONGKONG STATISTICS. 



Table showing the Total Estimated Annual Import of Opium at Hongkong 

DURING each Year prom 1859 to 1880, inclusive. 



Year. 


Quantity Imported. 


Year. 


Quantity Imported. 


1850 


Chests. 
54,863 • 

59405 * 
60,01 2 • 

75.331 * 
62,025 • 

75.128 • 
Piculs. 

. 76.523 
81,350 
86,530 

69.537 
86,065 


1870 


PicvJs. 

• 

95.045 
89.744 
86.38s 
88,382 
91,082 

84.619 

» 

96,985 
94.200 

94,899 

107,970 

96,839 


i860 


1871 


1861 


* *^/ * 

1872 


1862 


187^ 


1863 


1874. 


1864 


*^/ *T • 

1875 


m w*|..* •••••••••• .•••.. 

1865 


1876 


• 

1877 


^'.z • ••••••• 

1866 


**'/ / •• •••• 

1878 

1870 


1867 


1868 


ft 

1880 


1869 




M W VX^ ...••.•••...••••....... 



* The figures for the years 1859 to 1864 are taken from a report of Mr. Commissioner Dick, dated ist August 
1872. It is there explained that the quantity stated is that exported from India to China for the year ending 30th 
April; i.e., the year set down here as 1859 actually represents the period from ist May 1859 to 30th April i86a No 
other statistics have heen procurable. 



CIRCULAR NO. 2 OF 1864. 65 



Inspector General's Office, 

Shanghai, 17th February 1864, 



SIR, 



1. — I AM anxious to learn to what extent the sale of Native Opium has 
interfered during the lajst twelve months with that of Foreign drug in Qhina ; I have 
therefore to instruct you to make such inquiries, both among Chinese and Foreign 
dealers, as shall enable you to report to me on this subject. The queries to which I 
have particularly to call your attention are the following : — 

1*. Has Native Opium been in use at your port during 1863 ? 

2°. What quantity has been disposed of during the year ? 

3**. What has been the price, as compared with that of Foreign drug ? 

4". From what province has it come ? 

5\ Has any, and if so, what quantity, been exported from your port 

during the year ? 
6°. Has the appearance of Native Opium in the market diminished 

the demand for Foreign drug either at your port or at marts 

suppUed from your port ? 

2. — Any information, in addition to replies to these queries, that you can 
obtain, you wUl please forward, and you will endeavour to make your report as 
intelligible and comprehensive as you possibly can. 

I am, etc., 

ROBERT HART, 
To Inspectai* General. 

The Commissioners of Customs, 

Neivchwarig, Tientsin, Chefoo, Hankow, Kiukiang, Chinkiang, 
Shanghai, Ningpo, Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, and Canton. 



Opium. 
Circular 2 
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66 OPIUM. 



Opium. 

Circular 2 
OF 1864. 



NEWCHWANG. 



j^Q^ 2. Office of Maritime Customs, 

1864. yiNGTzu, 2cth April 1864. 



Sir, 

The queries relative to Native Opium in your Circular No. 2, 1 864, may be replied 
to as follows : — 

i''. Native Opium has not been in use at this port during 1863. 

2*. No sale during 1863. ^^ ii6i, about 8 piculs were sold at Tfe 300 per picuL 

3**. When sold, the price averages one-half that of Foreign drug — say, Tfe 300 

per picul. 
4''. Comes from Shansi and Szechwan. About 200 piculs yearly reach Moukden by 

land, where it is used for mixing with Foreign Opium in equal proportions. 
S"*. None has been exported during the past year. 
6"". Native Opium has not diminished the demand for Foreign drug, and does not 

appear to exercise any influence upon it. It is probable it may itself suffer 

from the import of its rival. 



I have, etc., 



JAS. MACKEY, 

Commiaeioner of Cvutoms. 



ROBERT HART, Esqvibe, 

Iiupedor General of Maritime Ctutoms, 

SHANGHAI. 
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TIENTSIN. 



Opium. 

Circular 2 
OF 1864. 



No. 5. 
1864. 



The Office of Mabitime Custoics, 

Tientsin, 26th March 1864. 



Sir, 

In reply to your Circular No. 2 of 1864, 1 t®g ^^ inform you that I have made every 
inquiry on the subject of Native Opium, and have gathered the following information : — 

1°. Native Opium in Tientsin is not widely used, the consumers being principally of 

the lower class. 
2°. The quantity actually disposed of during the year 1863 I find it next to 

impossible to ascertain with any degree of certainty. 
3°. The price of the drug has averaged about TU. 500. 
4"". It comes principally from the province of Shansi, but 14 chests were imported 

from Shanghai last year. 
5°. None has been exported. 
C Native drug is not supposed to affect the Foreign import market at all, but 

purchasers are careful in buying, as dealers are in the habit of mixing the two 

drugs. It is said 600 chests at Ttt 500 were consumed last year, but that 

portion of the information seems somewhat uncertain. 



I have, etc.. 



W. BAKER, 



AasistarU-iK^Charge. 



The Inspector General 



SHANGHAI. 
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Opium. 



Circular 2 C H E F O O . 

OF 1864. 



No. 9. 

1864. Chefoo, 8th March 1864. 

Sir, 

In reply to the questions asked in your Circular No. 2 of 1 864 on the subject rf 
Native Opium, I have the honour to inform you that the result of my inquiries is that the 
consumption of that article at this place during the past year has been so small that it may 
be returned as nil Such small quantity, however, as has been consumed has been of a drug 
sold at Tts, 300 per picul. It has not influenced the sale of Foreign Opium in the slightest 
degree. It is brought here from Shensi, Shansi, and Yunnan, and is, I understand, largely 
consumed in Tsinan-fu (pf ^ J^) and other marts north of this, which marts are supplied 
from Tientsin. 

I have, etc., 

C. HANNEN, 

To Commisaioner of Chiatoms. 

ROBERT HART, Esquirb, 

Inspector OcTteral of Maritime Customs, 



HANKOW. 



No. 8. Office of Customs, 



* ^^4- Hankow, i 6th March 1 864 

Sir, 

I BEG to lay before you the result of the inquiries which I have made regarding the 
trade in and consumption of Native Opium at this port, in accordance with the instructions 
contained in your Circular No. 2 of 1864. 

Before the year i860 the Native Opium consumed at Hankow was produced in the 
province of Shansi, but towards the end of 1859 the disturbances in the south-east of that 
province interrupted the communication between it and Hupeh to such an extent that the 
supply of Shansi Opium entirely ceased, and since this period Hankow has been provided with 
Native drug exclusively by the provinces of Szechwan and Hunan. 



CIRCULAR NO. 2 OF 1864. 69 

The consumption of Native Opium, however, at once decreased on Hankow being opened Opium. 
to Foreign trade. Circular 2 

This decrease is owing, in the first place, to the reduction in the price of Foreign Opium, ^^ '^^'** 
which was the result of the greater facilities for transporting it from the port of import to 
Hankow, created by the opening of the Yangtze; and, in the second place, to the increase in the 
price of Native Opium which ensued on the ravages committed in the poppy (Jl 511 ?E) ^^Ws of 
Szechwan by the rebel bands which infested that province. 

Native Opium is about 30 per cent, cheaper than Foreign Opium, but this difiFerencc in 
price is compensated for by the greater strength of Foreign Opium, which enables an Opium- 
smoker to satisfy himself with a smaller quantity of Foreign than of Native Opium. 

Opium dealers state that 2,000 piculs of Szechwan and Hunan Opium were brought to 
Hankow in i860, but of this quantity a considerable portion was doubtless reshipped to 
Kiukiaug and other ports down the river. In 1861 the supply was reduced to 1,500 piculs, 
whilst in 1862 only 800 piculs, and in 1863 only 500 piculs, reached Hankow. 

On the other hand. Opium dealers are almost unanimous in stating that in i860 Foreign 
drug, or, as they call it. Canton drug (H i), was almost unknown in Hankow, and that during 
this and preceding years but a "few tens" of piculs annually made their appearance in the 
Hankow market. 

In 1 861, 250 piculs of Foreign Opium were imported. In 1862 an enormous increase 
took place, as Opium dealers inform me that the quantity imported must have amounted to 
2,000 piculs. 

In 1863, 1,466 piculs 60 catties were imported. 

This decrease in the quantity of Foreign Opium imported in 1863 ^^ owing— the Native 
dealers explain to me — to the fact that in 1862 the occupation by the Nienfei of Shuchow 
iM jHi) compelled the inhabitants of a large portion of the province of Anhwei to provide 
themselves with drug at Hankow, whilst the recapture of that city now enables them to draw 
their supplies from Yangchow (|^ j^i) ^nd Sinniu-miao (f||] ;^ jf|). 

Malwa is the principal Foreign Opium imported; of the 1466 piculs 60 catties Foreign 
Opium imported last year, 1424 piculs were of Malwa. 

The quantity of Native Opium exported is now very inconsiderable; only 43 piculs were 
exported during 1863. 

I am, etc., 

A. MACPHERSON, 

Acting Commisaioner of CiLstoma. 
To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector General, ImpcQ^l Mantime Customs, 

SHANGHAI. 
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KIUKIANG 



No. 7. Office of Mabitime Customs, 



'^^4- KiUKiANG, 17th March 1864. 

Sir, 

I HAVE made inquiries of both Native and Foreign merchants, as you request in 
your Circular No. 2 of 1 864, in relation to the sale of Native Opium, and find that it is not sold 
or used at this port. 

There is a small quantity raised in the district of Kanchow 0|p j^), in this province, but 
it is all consumed at or near the place where it is raised ; not any of it is brought to market. 
The quality is very inferior. Its estimated value is TtB, 200 per picul, while that of the Foreign 
drug is Tfe 570 per picul. 

The production is estimated at 200 piculs for the last year, but its production depends 
upon the return of other crops; if plentiful, and the capital can be spared to do so, they raise a 
small quantity for their own consumption. 

Its production in the district does not affect at all the sale of Foreign drug. 

I have, etc., 

« 

J. L HAMMOND, 

Aaaistant-in-Charge. 

To 

ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Irupector Oenerai, Sc, dkc. 
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Opium. 



ClRCULAB 2 

C H I N K I A N G. ^' '^^' 



No. 27. Office of Maritime Customs, 

'^^4- Chinkiang, 12th September 1864. 



Sir, 

In reply to your Circular despatch No. 2 of 17th February 1864, 1 have the honour 
to submit the following answers (deduced from careful and extensive inquiries made of both 
Chinese and Foreign dealers) to your queries respecting the trade in Native Opium at this port. 

I"". Native Opium may be considered as not in use at this port. 
2^ The import estimate is about 12 piculs per annum intended for re-exportation. 
3^ The price is about three-fifths of the Foreign drug; say, Th. 300, against ftk 500. 
4**. Is imported from the province of Yunnan. 
S^ About 12 piculs re-exported, principally to a city called fff f£. 
6^ The market here for Foreign Opium does not appear to be diminished or in any 
material way affected by the introduction of the Native drug. 



I am, etc.. 



CHAS. A. LORD, 

Acting Commiaaionei* of Customs, 

per A. J. CAMPBELL, 

AenetarU. 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector Oeneral, Imperial Maritime Customs, 

PEKING. 
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Tmr SHANGHAI 



No. 8. Office of Maritime Customs, 

'^^4- Shanghai, i6th March 1864. 

Sir, 

In reply to your Circular No. 2 of the 17th of February (which I received on the 
24th), calling for information respecting the use of Native Opium at this port, I beg to state: — 

1° and 2°. That the quantity of Native Opium disposed of at this port during 1863 
is estimated at about 500 piculs. 

3°. That its average price has been Tfe. 375 per picul, while that of Foreign Opium 
has been — for Malwa, Tts. 530, and for Patna, Tts, 500. 

4"*. That the Native Opium imported into this place has been brought from two 
places, viz., Hankow in Hupeh, and Chingchiang-fu (JH ^C /ff) ^^ Kiangsu. The 
Opium brought from the former place has been produced chiefly in Szechwan, 
and the amount brought in Foreign steamers, according to the returns of this 
office, was 43 piculs. The Opium brought from the latter place has probably 
been produced in Honan and Shansi, but I can get no accurate information 
concerning the provinces from which it originally comes, or the quantity of it 
brought to this place. It is imported in small quantities in Native crafts. 

5*^. That during last year 14 piculs and 63 catties Native Opium, which had been 
imported from Hankow, were re-exported to Tientsin, and 3 piculs and 12 
catties prepared Native Opium were exported to the same place, in Foreign 
vessels. 

6*. That the appearance of Native Opium in the market has not, to any perceptible 
extent, affected the demand for Foreign drug, either here, or, so far as I can 
ascertain, in the neighbourhood. 

To the above answers to the questions contfl,ined in your Circular, I beg to add the 
following remarks: — 

The provinces spoken of by the Chinese as being the principal Opium-producing ones 
are Szechwan, Kansuh, ShSnsi, Shansi, Honan, Shantung, Kiangsi, Yunnan, and Kweichow. 

The cultivation of the poppy is said to have been recently commenced in the districts 
of Hiangshan ($ [I]), Shuntoh ()g g), and Tungkwan (^ ^), in Kwangtung, and in Taichow 
("a JW) ^^ Chehkiang. In the provinces of Chihli, Hupeh, Hunan, Anhwei, Kiangsu, Fukien, and 
Kwangsi the cultivation is probably known, but it is not, so fiox as I can ascertain, carried on 
to any remarkable extent. 
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The total quantity of Opium consumed here during last year is estimated at 20,000 piculs, Opium. 
of which amount Native Opium contributed, as I have already stated, about 500 piculs. Circular 

Native Opium is much inferior in flavour to the Foreign drug. It is smoked by people who '^^ '^^'♦• 
are too poor to buy the latter; with which, again, it is mixed in order to suit the circumstances 
of people who are a little better ofif; but Foreign Opium is used by all the smokers who can 
afford to buy it. So long as the present great difference in quality between the Native and 
Foreign articles continues to exist, I do not think that the sale of the former will interfere much 
with that of the latter. 



I am, etc., 



ROBERT HART, Esquirb, 

Inspector OeTtetxd of Chvnese Maritime Ouetoma. 



T. DICK, 

Commiaaioner of OuBtoma. 



NINGPO. 



No. 7. Office of Mabitims Customs, 

^^^4' NiNGPO, 23rd March 1864. 

Sir, 

I BEO to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular despatch No. 2 of the 17th 
February, calling for a Report of the extent to which the sale of Native Opium has interfered, 
during the last twelve months, with that of the Foreign drug in China. 

In reply, I have to submit the following answers to your queries numbered i to 6 
■consecutively : — 

I **, 2*, 3^ 4**. No Native Opium has been in use at this port during the year 1 863. 

5^ There has been no export of the drug from Ningpo. 

6^. Regarding this inquiry, I would remark that the presence of Native Opium in 
the south of the ChShkiang province has materially affected the quantity of 
the Foreign drug sold at Ningpo for marts in that part of the country ; I am 
informed by one merchant (as his opinion) to the number of a monthly 
average of 15 to 20 chests. It is prepared from the juice of the I'ed poppy 
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grown in the hilly country to the south of this port, in the prefecture of 

Taichow (-^ jf\), also at Lihkiang (H Jj^ and other islands of the Chnsan 

group. Moreover, it is grown at Tientung (51^ jK^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^^ extent^ 

but with trepidation; and, indeed, at most places situated too close to the 

abode of the higher local officials, it is never seen by the observer. 

The quantity of the article produced in Chehkiang — into which there is no importation 

from other provinces — cannot be ascertained even from Chinese sources, and the price is said to 

be about one-half that of the Foreign drug. But it is asserted the frurther distant from the 

dep6ts of the latter description of Opium, the greater is the increase in the value of the Native 

supplies. Hence, or principally on that account, no such supplies are brought here, either for 

sale or use. Neither in the districts where Native Opium is consumed is the Foreign commodity 

bought or used by the people. 

The smokers of Native Opium describe it as having an insipid taste, and as losing much 
weight during the boiling process of its preparation for the pipe. The l)oppy grows to a height 
of six and seven feet, with a large head; and the juice is obtained by making three or four 
delicate incisions upwards on each head, allowing the piece of cut skin to overlap the wound, and, 
early every morning, is collected by scraping it, in its exuded state, off the plant with a blunt 
piece of bamboo. I have not been able to ascertain the yield of a field of poppies per mow. 
In the producing districts it is the only spring crop, to the exclusion of pulse before grown, 
and is found to be the most profitable investment to the cultivator. 

The growers are improving the quality of the drug by keeping the first yield separate 
from the last, yet, as with their vegetables, they look to quantity not to quality ; and if they 
would manure the land less heavily, a more beneficial result would ensue from the change. 

The principal class of Foreign drug sold here is "Malwa;" the importation of Patna is a 
rarity. The consumption of both classes at Ningpo and marts supplied by it amounted to more 
than 3,000 chests or piculs during one year in the time of H. E. Chang, Taotai ; whereas during 
the past year it has not been half that quantity. However, as soon as the prefectures of 
Hangchow (ffi)^), Chiahsing ( j^ H), and Hoochow (JH jHi) are recaptured from the rebels, 
it is confidently anticipated that the traffic will receive a great impetus. 



I have, etc., 



ROBERT HART, Esquibe, 

Inspector General, 

SHANGHAI. 



JAMES BROWN, 

AssistarU-in-Charge. 
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FOOCHOW. 



No. 54. Office des Douanes Maritimes, 

'^^4- FoocHow, le 4 Octobre 1864. 



Monsieur, 

J'ai rhonneur de vous accuser reception de votre d^p^he No. 20, dat^ de Peking, 
9 Aoflt 1864, et par laquelle vOUs me demandez line riponse k vos Circulaires Nos. 2 et 3 du 
17 F^vrier et du 16 Mars de cette ann^e. 

En ce qui conceme la premiere de ces Circulaires, je me bomerai k vous dire, Monsieur, 
que la consommation de TOpium dans cette province est exclusivement concentre sur TOpium 
Stranger, que pour la premiere fois en 1861 une caisse d'Opium indigene a 6t6 import^ de 
Hankow dans le Fokien, et que cet essai, n'ayant pas rdussie, n'a jamais ^t^ renouveK 



Agr^ez, Monsieur, etc., 



BARON DE MfiRITENS, 

Commissaire des Douanes. 



Monsieur ROBERT HART. 

Inspecteur G^Sral des Douanea Maritimes, 



Opium. 
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AMO Y. 



No. 7. Office of Maritiio: Customs, 

1864. Amoy, i6th March 1864. 

Sib, 

In reply to questions i to 6 on the subject of Native Opium, contained in Circular 
No. 2 of 1864, 1 have the honour to state that — 

I"". Native Opium has been in use at Amoy during the year 1863 ; and that 

2''. About 500 piculs have been disposed of in that period, at a 

3"*. Price varying from $400 to $480 per picul, which, as compared with the price of 

Foreign Opium, is nearly one-half less, 
4"". It is grown and prepared chiefly at Tungngan ( |^ $ )» in the province of Fukien, 

20 miles distant from Amoy. 
5°. In the year 1863 about 100 piculs are stated to have been exported to Formosa;. 

100 piculs to Ankoi, Changchew, and Chinchew; 100 piculs to Tientsin. 
6°. The consumption of Native Opium in and around Amoy, say 200 piculs per 

annum, has in no perceptible degree diminished the demand for Foreign drug 

here ; neither has it, so far as I can ascertain, at those marts 9upplied from 

Amoy. 

Native Opium is not permitted to be grown in the immediate vicinity of Amoy; Tungngan 
is a turbulent district over which the authorities have but little control The Opium is sold by 
the grower in a prepared state, but it is of an inferior quality, and is only used by the poorer 
classes, and is even then frequently mixed with the Foreign drug. 

The likin tax, when levied, is about 2 mace per catty ; but this charge and the export 
duty are usually evaded by smuggling. No Native Opium has been passed through this 
Custom House. 

Although, as stated, its production has not yet perceptibly diminished the demand for 
Foreign drug, still, ultimately, it must affect the market, as its production has increased fit)m 
about 50 piculs in 1861 to 500 piculs in 1863, — nearly one-sixth of the amount of Foreiga 
Opium, 3,350 piculs, imported in that year. 

I have, etc., 

GEO. HUGHES, 
ROBERT HART, Esquire, Commiaaioner of Cu8t<mi8. 

Inapectoi' Oeneral, Maritime Cystoma, 

SHANGHAI. 
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No, 15. 
1864. 



Office of Maritime Customs, 



SwATOW 4tk April 1864, 



Sib, 

In accordance with your Circular No. 2 of 1864, making inquiries as ''to what 
extent the sale of Native Opium has interfered during the past year with that of Foreign drug 
in China," I have the honour to answer the " queries/' 

i"". Has Native Opium been in use at your port during the year ? — It has not. 

« 

2^ What quantity has been disposed of during the year ? — None. 

3^ What has been the price, as compared with that of Foreign drug ? — ^There being 

no sale, no comparison as to price can be made. 
4''. From what province has it come ? 
S"". Has any, and if so, what quantity, been exported from your port during the 

year ? — None. 
&". Has the appearance of Native Opium in the market diminished the demand for 

Foreign drug either at your port or at marts supplied from your port ? — It 

has not. 

And so far, from inquiries made, it would seem that the use of Native drug is hardly 
known in this section. 

I have, etc., 



ROBERT HART, Esquire, 

Inspector OeneraX, 

SHANGHAI 



H. D. WILLIAMS, 

Acting Commiaaianer of Customs. 
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CANTON. 



No. 22. Office of Maritime Customs, 

^864. Canton, 27^A ^jwn7 1864. 



Sir, 

In your Circular No. 2, dated Shanghai, 17th February last, you have informed me 
that you are anxious to learn to what extent the sale of Native Opium hm interfered during 
the last twelve months with that of Foreign drug in China, and have instructed me to make 
such inquiries, both among Chinese and Foreign dealers, at this port as shall enable me to 
report to yourself on the subject. 

In pursuance of these instructions I have for some time past been engaged in making 
inquiries on this subject, and in collecting information from various sources, the results of 
which I have now the honour to lay before you ; but in doing so I would beg to remark that in 
consequence of there being no Foreign dealers in Opium at this port, I have been compelled 
to rely upon the Chinese dealers for information, and that this has been of so conflicting a 
character as to make it difficult to arrive at a very satisfactory conclusion. 

The contradictory statements I have received, I believe, however, to have arisen in a 
great measure from the unwillingness of the Chinese dealers to furnish information on the 
subject ; but the following particulars, obtained from the more reliable sources, and forming a 
digest of the information I have arrived at after careful investigation and inquiry, will, I think, 
be found tolerably correct. 

In pursuance of your instructions I shall first reply severally to the queries to which 
you have particularly caUed my attention, and afterwards state such additional information as 
I have been able to obtain: — 

i"*. Native Opium has been in use at this port during 1863. 

2°. About 15,000 piculs have been disposed of during the year. 

3*. The average price of Native Opium during the past year has been from $380 
(three hundred and eighty) to $460 (four hundred and sixty) Mexican dollars 
per picul, while that of Foreign drug during the same period has averaged, 
say, for Malwa Opium, about $670 (six hundred and seventy), and for Patna 
Opium, $530 (five hundred and thirty) Mexican dollars per picul. 
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4^ Native Opium has come principally from the provinces of Yunnan (H |S), also Opium. 
from those of Kweichow (Jt jH|) ^nd Szechwan (0 J||), in about the following Circular 2 
proportions, viz.: — ^^ '^^'*- 

From Yunnan about 800 piculs, 

„ Kweichow , 400 „ 

„ Szechwan „ 200 „ 

whilst in this province, Kwangtung (H ]J), probably about one hundred 

(100) piculs have been produced. 
5**. There has been no Native Opium exported from Canton during the past year, 

as far as can be ascertained. 
6^ The appearance of Native Opium in the market has not, so fsEir as can be 

ascertained, diminished the demand for Foreign drug either at this port or 

at marts supplied from this port. 

By far the greater portion of Native Opium imported has come from Yunnan ; hence the 
general name given to it is Ylinnan pei (^ ^ ^) or Yunnan too (H f|f ^). 
The principal markets in Kwangtung are: — 

Foshan (Fatshan) (^ ilj), 
Shuhing (Chaochin) (fft JH), 
Hsingngan (Hsinan) (ff ^), 

and Canton; the most important being at Foshan, and known as the Yiinkwei-hong (H ^ f}). 

It is sold by the dealers importing it, and the greater portion is then mixed with Malwa 
Opium (in the proportion of about one-fifth Native to four-fifths Malwa), and is sent prin- 
cipally to the inland markets of Woochow-fu (^ ji\ jjj) and Kweilin (j^ ff;), in the province 
of Kwangsi (J| |f). 

Native Opium is generally imported into this (the Kwangtung) province in cakes 
weighing 100 taels, and is subject on its arrival at the north-west barrier of Shaoukwan (fg H) 
to an import duty of 9 mace, and to a chow-le or war tax of 350 copper cash for 100 taels 
weight. On being brought into Canton it further pays 5 candareens to the Kwangchow-fu 
(M iH J^) office for the same weight. 

Its use in this province and city is not general ; probably five per cent, of Opium-smokers 
use it in mixture with Malwa Opium, but this, not from a preference to Foreign drug, but on 
account of its less astringent qualities. Of the Native Opium imported little is used in its pure 
state (probably one-fifth), and it is disliked by Opium-smokers on account of its "grassy" taste, 
which, however, is said to be less perceptible than in former years, as attention has been given 
to the subject. 

The reason that so much mixed Native and Malwa Opium is sent to Kwangsi appears 
to be that it is there sold as Foreign drug, and thus affords a larger profit to the dealer. It is 
confidently stated that although the import of Native Opium has increased and is likely to do 
so, it is not likely to diminish the demand for Foreign drug, and this is accoimted for by the 
alleged increase of Opium-smoking in the south of China. 
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Opium. As regards the cultivation of the poppy in this province (Ewangtung), it has been carried 

Circular 2 on to a small extent in the districts of Loting (|§ Jg), Hoshan (fH |Il), Hsingngan ({f f(), 

OF 1864. Shuhing {Sft J^), Sinning (j|f ^), and Eaouyaou (]|{ 31), but, it is said, to little advantage, 

as the soil and climate are not considered &vourable. It is, however, also stated that owing to 

tlie suppression of the Hakka ($ S) disturbances, a large quantity will be grown during the 

present year. The price of Native Opium rises and falls with that of Foreign drug. 

There are said to be restrictions peculiarly unfavourable to its export from Canton. 
As the above particulars constitute all the information I have been able to obtain on the 
subject, I trust the present Report will prove tolerably satisfiictory to you. 

I have, etc., 

T. G. LUSON, 



ROBERT HART, Esquibe, 

Inspector OeneroL of Chme&e Maritime CuetoTne. 



II.-SPECIAL SEEIES. 



No. 1. — Native Opium: Published, 1864. 

„ 2. — Medical Reporto: First Issue, 1871. 

„ 3.— Silk : Published, 1881. 

„ 4.— Opium: 1881. 
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